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artist creates new garden works outdoor art comes inside
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Garden Ar t Stands
Test of T ime
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Outdoor Ar t Finds
A Place Indoors

Slateworks wer e made to be displayed out -
doors, and we have been pleased that many
of our customers have given us such posi -
tive feedback.  They say that the way they glimmer and shine r eally is a tr eat to
behold. We have noticed that a lot of people ar e placing Slateworks ar t INSIDE their
homes as well! We can't blame them either , for indoors with a candle in fr ont of
them, or just with the r oom lighting shining off  them, they look extraor dinar y! With
this in mind, we have also cr eated the "Buddha" candle holder , which gives an
amazingly ser ene atmosphere to any dining r oom or garden. Please take a look at
our website to see these r emarkable slates!

Indoors or out , Slateworks add a
wonderfully unique atmosphere to
your home and garden.

The idea of an "outdoor painting" is still quite
new. In fact, my Slateworks ar e so unique and
beautiful that many pr ospective customers think
of them as too precious to put outside. However ,
Slateworks ar e designed to go outdoors! 
How long will they last when exposed to the ele -
ments?  I've done a bit of r esearch. What dr ew my
attention wer e the gilded cathedral and mosque
domes and roofs from Russia to Denmark. The
gilding on these buildings is exposed to quite -
harsh weather conditions. I wanted to know how
long the gilding lasts, and I found my answer
from Berit Moller , the conservator of paintings
and painted objects for the Royal Danish Cour t in

Copenhagen. He states: "In Denmark, gilding is of ten used on roofs and other par ts of
buildings. The gilding lasts for much mor e than 25 years if the gilding is done on a
"dead" surface like copper or stone ". My Slateworks ar e done on slate, which is stone!

So, put your Slateworks outside and r est assured that the weather will do nothing but
make them even more beautiful with time! I ar tificially age them a bit in the studio to
add character , but af ter a couple years in your gar den just imagine the natural effects
mother natur e will leave on them! 
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Oxfor d Ar tist
Creates
Innovative
Garden  Ar t

Slateworks Studio: Jonathan Bar nett (above) uses the traditional Italian method of
gilding on his latest Slatework pr oject.

The Oxfordshir e countr yside
has inspir ed US-born painter
Jonathan Barnett to cr eate an
exciting new range of 'Ar t for
the Garden'. 

Wanting to enjoy the beauty of
local wildflowers in his gar den
all year round, he began to
look for a durable way of pr o-
ducing outdoor paintings. The
answer came when he
chanced upon a slate tile
beside his ar tist's studio, and
realised that it offer ed a
weatherpr oof and attractive
natural painting sur face.

Over two years of experimen -
tation, Jonathan used his 20
years' experience as an artist
to per fect new techniques of
gilding and painting on slate,
before finally opening his
Slateworks Studio in 2003.
Jonathan's Slateworks ar e
shimmering floral images in
oil paint and gold, which will
bring a touch of colour and
magic to any gar den - for
years to come!

Outdoor painting is still an
unfamiliar ar t, and some peo-
ple may be afraid to display
these beautiful and pr ecious
objects outside. However ,
Jonathan has researched the
durability of his materials, and 

and even sought advice fr om
an expert on outdoor gilding
at the Royal Danish Cour t.  As
a result he is confident that his
work should sur vive at least
25 years' exposure to the
weather - per haps much
longer. In fact he expects
gradual weathering to make
the Slateworks even mor e
beautiful with time.

Although they wer e devel-
oped for outdoor display ,
many people have discover ed
how atmospheric the gilded
Slateworks can look indoors
too - especially when glimmer -

-ing in candlelight. W ith this
in mind, Jonathan has pr o-
duced a special Buddha can -
dle-holder , which will spr ead
a serene glow over your dining
room or garden.

Jonathan's Slateworks can be
viewed in his studio at 33a
Canal Street, Oxford.
Individual customers ar e wel -
come to come and browse, as
are trade buyers. Studio prices
star t at around £80  and dis-
counts are available on multi -
ple orders.  For more informa-
tion on Slateworks, visit
www .slateworks.co.uk
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Jonathan Barnett, the ar tist behind
Slateworks, has been making works of
art on slate ever since he found a slate
tile beside his ar tist’s studio in 2001.
He loved the idea of painting on a "nat -
ural" surface. His "Ar t for the Gar den"
series was inspir ed by this idea cou -
pled with his love for the flowers he
would see gr owing wild in the
Oxfordshire countr yside as well as his
own gar den and allotment. He imag -
ined how wonder ful it would be to
enjoy these flowers, in their outdoor
context, all year r ound.

Thus inspiring him to cr eate Outdoor
Paintings. Incorporating  the skills he
had acquir ed in over 20 years of being
an artist, he cr eated his first Slatework.
Jonathan’s backgr ound consists of a
natural talent for oil painting  that lead
him to attend ar t school at the San
Francisco Ar t Institute and
Otis/Parsons in L.A, af ter which he
spent 3 years honing his gilding skills
painting r eligious icons in the tradi -
tional manner in Italy .

In an inter view he said, "As soon as I made the first one, I knew it was something special.
Then I put it in the gar den and was amazed by its beauty . Just the way the light shim -
mered off it, it was positively dancing!"
It seems that he isn't the only one who enjoys these radiant gar den ornaments, for they ar e
selling just about as fast as he can make them.  F or more information on Slateworks, visit
www .slateworks.co.uk 

About the Ar tist
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